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Summer 2026 - Exams Season - GCSE and A Level

Dear Parents and Carers,

The summer 2026 examination season is just around the corner for our Year 11 and 13
students, the full examination timetable has now been confirmed and is posted on
our website.

Throughout their mock exams students will have been made away of the guidelines
and requirements from the examining boards.  Please take a moment to review the
examination rules and regulations with your child to ensure that they are 100% aware
of these expectations.

We also appreciate that the exams season can be a worrying time for our students
and would like to remind you that in addition to the support that we can offer in
school, there are a number of external services that can also help.

All that remains is for us to wish each and every student the very best with their
summer exams, we are confident that with the hard work that they have shown
throughout their mocks we are confident for excellent outcomes for them.

many thanks

Ms Donohue

Deputy Headteacher - Curriculum

Examination Timetable 
Summer 2026

JCQ Information for 
your Examinations

Exam Wellbeing 
Support

https://www.cws-croydon.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=378&type=pdf
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New Parent and Student Guide for 2025/26

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new Parent and Student Guide for 2025/26.
The aim of this document is to help you by having all our key information available in one
place.

Please take a moment to review the document

Kind regards

Mr Vass
Deputy Headteacher - Pastoral

Key Stage 3 - Curriculum Booklets

Kind regards

Mrs Kerk
Head of KS3

Our Melville Neighbours

Please remember to be considerate of our neighbours in Melville Avenue and the
surrounding roads when dropping off or collecting your child. 

We would be grateful if you would avoid parking over their drives or idling for extended
periods of time whilst waiting for your child.

https://www.cws-croydon.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=369&type=pdf
https://www.cws-croydon.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=337&type=pdf
https://www.cws-croydon.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=338&type=pdf
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RkCrvO424d9oSjarQIUdLkP4-EPz6z2_/view?usp=drive_link
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Sports Roundup

Savannah (Y11) recently competed at an international cheerleading competition
CHEERSPORT National All Star Cheerleading Championship in Atlanta Georgia. Savannah
was part of Unity Allstars Pearl, competing over two days in the highly competitive Senior
Medium Coed 4 Division, against the very best teams from across the United States. 

After finishing day 1 in second place, Savannah & her team walked away National
Champions in one of the most hotly contested divisions in the sport outside of
cheerleading worlds.  Well done Savannah and the team, great work! 

Y7 Girls football 
The CWS Yr 7's won the Croydon tournament (winning the final 1-0). 
Amazing effort and all our core values shown in abundance!!.

Year 8/9 Girls football
A huge well done to the team who represented CWS at an international women's day
football tournament run by Crystal Palace. The girls got to the final and won the
competition out of 14 schools! 

Year 9/10 Futsal team
Represented Croydon at the London Youth games. They went on to win the competition
(winning the final on penalties) and named the best School Futsal team in London.
Amazing work boys, the school is super proud. 

Y9 Netball
Well done to the Year 9 team who won against Orchard Park last week 16-5! 

Year 12/13 Netball 
The CWS Year 12/13 team have also just beaten Royal Russel 16-10! 

Well done to all our CWS sports teams, as always you demonstrate the core skills of
Sportsmanship and Teamwork.

Miss Potkins



ESFA Super League - Semi Final Place Secured!!!

Coombe Wood’s U18 programme has put together a really strong run in this year’s ESFA
Super League, earning a place in the national semi-finals after a 5–1 win over Portsmouth
College.

The group stage set the tone. The boys finished top of their group, showing consistency
and a good level of control in their performances. That carried into the knockout round,
where they came through a tough game against Epsom College, managing the occasion
well and finding a way to get the result.

The quarter-final was probably the most complete performance of the run so far.
Portsmouth were a hardworking, honest side who made it difficult, but the boys
approached the game in the right way. They were disciplined, aggressive when needed,
and clinical in front of goal, which ultimately created the gap in the scoreline.

To be in the last four in the country in this competition is a significant achievement. There
is real depth in the ESFA Super League, so to come through the group and two knockout
rounds says a lot about the group, both in terms of ability and how they have approached
each game.

The semi-final now brings a local edge, with Coombe Wood facing Royal Russell. As
neighbours, it adds something extra to the occasion, 
and it should be a good, competitive game between 
two strong programmes.

There is also the added incentive of what comes next. 
The final will be played at Stoke City’s stadium, 
which is a great opportunity for the players. The focus 
now is on preparing properly and giving themselves 
the best chance to take that next step.

It has been a very positive run so far, and one the 
players and staff can take a lot of credit for. We 
look forward to seeing how far they can go.

Mr Smith 
Assistant Headteacher



Old Bailey Central Criminal Court, London Trip
March 2026 

Last week, our Year 13 A-level Sociology students had the valuable opportunity to visit the
historic Old Bailey Central Criminal Court, in London to observe the criminal justice system
in action.

During the visit, students were able to sit in public galleries and observe a range of live court
proceedings. These included cases connected to counter-terrorism investigations, corporate
manslaughter, and other serious criminal trials such as murder. Seeing these proceedings
firsthand provided students with a powerful insight into how the justice system operates in
practice and helped bring many of the themes studied within their A-level Sociology Paper 3
Crime and Deviance Unit, to life.

Students represented the school exceptionally well throughout the visit. They consistently
demonstrated our core values of respect, discipline and high levels of maturity, fully
adhering to the strict expectations required when attending live court proceedings.

Experiences such as this help broaden students’ understanding of the justice system and
may inspire some to consider future careers within law, criminology, or other areas of the
criminal justice system.

We are extremely proud of how our students conducted themselves and hope the visit has
been both memorable and inspiring for them.

A special thank you to Ms N Davis for her support in helping to make this trip possible.

Kind regards

Ms Cooke
Head of Social Sciences, Beliefs and PSHE



Iceland Trip - Feb 2026

23 students and 3 staff from CWS had the pleasure of visiting the wonderful country of snow and ice,
Iceland, this half term. We met very early on Sunday 16th February and departed London Gatwick,
excited to see what Iceland had in store- for all students it was going to be their first visit to Iceland. 

Upon arrival in Iceland we made our first 2 stops and experienced the bridge that connects 2
continents and experienced the first of the real volcanic landscape at the Hot springs, which despite
the smell of sulphur in the air, was enjoyed thoroughly by all. Our coach then took us to our hotel for
the first night in the capital of Reykjavik- students were given some down time in their rooms to
unpack before we all headed off to a local burger restaurant and enjoyed some very well made
burgers and chips. 

After our meal we had been told that there was a very high chance the Northern lights were going to
make an appearance, so we headed down to the coastal area and joined many others who were
waiting to see them. We were very fortunate and even though they did not fill the sky with their
brightness they were there for all to see- a wonderful end to our first day. 

Day 2, a very busy day, saw us travel many miles and head to the southern tip of Iceland and en route
we stopped of at the famous Skogafoss waterfall and took in the delights of this wonderful spot where
students enjoyed the walk up to waterfall and enjoyed getting up and close to the waterfall. Our next
stop of the day was our walk on the Glacier, Solheimajokull- a once in a lifetime experience for so
many of us. We put on our harnesses, crampons and held our ice picks in hand ready to explore the
wonderful Glacier- our guide took us into and on top of the glacier and we were able to truly
experience the stunning sights and appreciate the sheer size and wonder of this huge ice sheet. We
made one more stop at Gulfoss waterfall on the way to our accommodation for the night which were
some wonderful cabins in Hellisholar. After dinner in the main building we were again extremely
fortunate to experience the Northern lights one more time and many of us were of the opinion that
these were the best of the 2 nights- slightly brighter and filled more of the sky. 

Day 3, was another busy day which took us to the famous Golden circle, where students could watch
in awe and wonder at the natural Geysirs, an Icelandic dairy farm where we got to taste the very
delicious locally made Icelandic ice cream and the famous small town of Vik and the south beach.
Each stop was enjoyed by all and allowed the students to really see the uniqueness of this wonderful
country. Our final night was spent in the capital again, after a walking tour and we enjoyed a pizza
buffet before heading to our beds after a very busy day. 

Day 4, our final day, saw us visit the wonderful Blue Lagoon- students were able to enjoy several hours
in the hot baths with their volcanic face masks, sauna and steam room. I think a highlight of the trip
for many of us. We then departed the Blue Lagoon and headed to the airport to make our return
flight home. This was a truly wonderful Geography trip and many students have already asked us to
run another trip there again in the future. 

Ms Davis
Head of Humanities



Mumbai Experience for Coombe Wood Students

In February, nine Coombe Wood School students travelled to Mumbai, India for a 15-day international
placement as part of the UK Government’s Turing Scheme.

The students were hosted by the OSCAR Foundation, a Sport for Development organisation that uses
education and football to support children and young people from some of Mumbai’s most
disadvantaged communities. The placement was supported by Volenti Academy, who helped
organise and prepare the group for the experience.

During their time in Mumbai, the students worked closely with OSCAR’s community programmes.
They supported football coaching sessions, helped deliver English lessons and educational activities,
and spent time with children in the communities where OSCAR operates. The experience gave our
students a powerful insight into how sport and education can help create opportunity and hope for
young people facing challenging circumstances.

Alongside their volunteering work, the group were able to explore the culture and sporting life of
India. Highlights included attending a World T20 cricket match and visiting local cricket development
programmes, giving the students a real taste of the country’s passion for sport.

The trip was an incredibly positive experience for everyone involved. Our students have returned with
a broader understanding of the world and the important role that sport and education can play in
bringing communities together. 

Check out the OSCAR Foundation here: https://www.oscar-foundation.org/

Kind regards

Mr S Christie
Volenti

Romeo and Juliet at the Globe Theatre

On Tuesday 10th March, the English department took thirty students, from across key stage three, to
see a performance of 'Romeo and Juliet' at Shakespeare's Globe Theatre. 

As students study this text in English in Year 8, it was a fantastic opportunity for students to see it
performed in its authentic setting. 

The performance was amazing and all of the students really enjoyed it, with them representing the
school incredibly. 

Ms Kennedy

Head of English

https://www.oscar-foundation.org/


School Carpark

Our school carpark is operated by Creative Car Parks.  

You will have a 20 minute grace period when dropping off or collecting your child.  

Should you need to stay longer than this you will need to enter you registration number
into the i-pads which can be found in the main school reception or for out of hours in the
HRF reception.

Should you incur a PCN, you will need to deal directly with Creative Car Parks, unfortunately
the school is not able to intervene on your behalf.



Grantham Art Prize - Closing Date Monday 13  April 2026th

Hi there
 
I am getting in touch from the Grantham Climate Art Prize to remind staff and students of the
deadline for this year’s competition of Mon 13 April. Schools can enter a collage and/ or students can
submit individual entries.
 
We also have some news - we are now able to offer a £500 prize, plus a pack of art materials, to the
winner and two £250 prizes to runners up.
  
Enter the 2026 Grantham Climate Art Prize
Young people age 11 – 25 can now win £500 and a box of art materials in the 2026 Grantham Climate
Art Prize, a competition that invites them to design a mural depicting a sustainable city. The 20m long
and 2.4m high mural will be situated at Imperial College’s White City campus. Students from schools,
colleges and universities can submit a design for the mural with the theme: What does a thriving,
vibrant city full of innovation and nature look and feel like?
 
They will need to consider a list of innovative and eco-solutions to create an eye-catching design
available here:  www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/events/grantham-art-prize/
 
The winning design will be selected by a panel including the mural artist and experts in climate
change and
innovation at Imperial College. It will be transformed into a large-scale mural by professional artist
Jeru Nomi. 
Runner-up designs will be exhibited on the campus as part of an exhibition alongside the winning
mural and there be cash prizes for two runners up (£250 each).
 
The Grantham Climate Art Prize is an award run by the Grantham Institute at Imperial College
London that invites young people to design murals drawing attention to the climate crisis and the
need for action to create a more sustainable world.

Previous art prize themes have included British Biodiversity Loss (2021) and A Greener, Cleaner, Cooler
World (2023), inspired by the Grantham Institute’s 9 things you can do about climate change
(https://www.imperial.ac.uk/stories/climate-action/) and From Grey to Green: Design the Future 2025.
 
We now have 13 murals across Great Britain – from Brighton to Glasgow – and exhibitions of winning
and runner-up designs, including at COP26 and COP30, in museums, and on billboards in London’s
transport hubs.
 
To enter the 2026 art prize please upload a clear photograph, or scan, of your landscape/ panoramic
design as a JPEG, PNG or GIF by Monday 13 April 2026. For more info go to: 

www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/events/grantham-art-prize/. 

Please note young people can enter a collective piece eg created by school class members.

With best wishes,
 

Linsey Wynton

Senior Outreach and Communications Officer
Web: www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/events/grantham-art-prize/
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http://www.imperial.ac.uk/grantham/events/grantham-art-prize/
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Free Easter Holiday Activities for Students (Aged 8 - 16 years)

Dear All, I hope you are well 

I’m reaching out to share a free Easter holiday opportunity for Croydon students that may be of interest to families
within your school community.  The Music Klub will be delivering our Croydon Easter HAF Programme this spring
at the Samuel Coleridge-Taylor Centre.

The Music Klub Easter HAF Programme – Croydon 2026

Join us for an exciting 4-day creative holiday experience for young people aged 8–16.

Monday 30th March – Thursday 2nd April 2026 - 10:30am – 4:00pm
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor Centre, Croydon
Activities include:

Music Production & Beat Making
Songwriting, Recording & Performance
Creative Media & Digital Arts
Creative Arts & Expression Workshops
Group Games & Team Activities
Nutritious meals and refreshments provided

This free programme, funded through the 
Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) scheme,
 provides a safe and inspiring space where 
young people can develop creative skills, 
build confidence and stay active during the 
school holidays.
 
Spaces are limited, so early booking is 
encouraged.

More information:

Direct booking:

If you have any questions, please feel free 
to get in touch.

Warm regards,

Richie Aikins
Founder
The Music Klub

https://www.themusicklub.co.uk/haf
https://app.holidayactivities.com/parent/providers/musicklub/activities/croydon-haf-programme-2026
https://app.holidayactivities.com/parent/providers/musicklub/activities/croydon-haf-programme-2026


https://app.holidayactivities.com/parent/providers/kinetic-football-academy-croydon/activities/kinetic-football-academy-easter-football-and-food-camp-year-7-11-1


http://www.succedoqualityeducation.com/
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